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Serving Churches in: 

Arkansas 

Colorado 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Missouri 

New Mexico 

Oklahoma  

Texas

Thoughts & Travels
Southwest Conference of the Bible Methodist Connection of Churches:

Thoughts:
Seeing what the Lord sees and hearing what the Lord says are 
critically important for every Christian and especially for those of us 
who serve in pulpit ministry.  

Reading the chapters of Prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel that 
describe the people’s response to God’s warning should remind us of 
the need to be awake to God’s heart.

Listening to and obeying God, even when we don’t understand His 
word is critically important.  Often in our daily lives we don’t fully 
understand what the Lord is doing, and as a result we don’t hear and 
see as clearly as we might.  The danger that rises from our 
inattention or misunderstanding God’s will and word can be as 
insignificant as a flat tire or as substantial as a blown engine, to use 
automotive language. 

As we stand in our pulpits, sit across the table in a coffee shop or 
stand beside a hospital bed we must have a confident sense of the 
Lord’s direction.  Our counsel, preaching and praying can carry the 
weight of eternal direction influencing the church.

My prayer for my life and ministry is, “Lord help me to see and hear 
as clearly as possible in my finite humanity.”  Though I may look 
“through a glass darkly” may I have enough insight to give confident 
and Biblical leadership to those whom I influence.  
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Events: 

Men’s Retreat: 
•   Tentative Date Mach 17-18,      
2023 

Ladies Retreat: 
• September 23-24, 2022 

• Colorado Springs, CO

Personal: 
Saturday last week we welcomed Chuck and Janie Dodd to our 
home.  Sunday we worshipped in Durant.  Sunday afternoon our 
grandson, Nolan came for a short visit.

This week has included visiting with family, some work on a 
vehicle, decorating the graves of Melba’s parents, etc.   Wednesday 
I attended court with one of the families of the church.

Thursday and Friday I plan to work on Sunday’s sermon and 
material that will be presented next week.  I have been asked to do 
a couple sessions on organizational growth for Society of Indian 
Missions.  

Saturday is Durant’s men’s breakfast, then Sunday we plan to be at 
Durant.  

Next Monday we are scheduled to drive to Ava, Missouri for a 
Society of Indian Missions board meeting.  Following that meeting 
I am to ride to South Dakota for a meeting with SIM missionaries 
and staff and Melba will  return home. 

Prayer:
• Pastor, during your Pastoral prayer, please lift Pastor Johnson 

and the church in Lakewood, Colorado to the Lord. I would 
encourage you to mention the highlighted church during your 
pastoral prayer.  It is a good time to remind your people of the 
other churches in the Conference. 

• Pray for Connectional Leadership: Blake Jones, Jack Hooker, 
R.G. Hutchison, Chelle Durr, and Bob Blankenship. 

• Pray for Missionaries: Brennan and Ivon Muir, Shirley Fogleman, 
Maricka Herrer and David Martinez. 

• Pray for your Conference Leadership and Executive Committee. 
• Pray for a family Pastor Bork and the people in Idaho they are 

working with 
• Pray for a pastor for Mena, Arkansas and for encouragement for 

Jenkins. 

Praise:
• Praise the Lord for strength.

• Praise the Lord for rain in Texas and Oklahoma.

• Praise the Lord for family.  

Conference Finances: 

July  2022 

Operating Receipts:         $9,908.41

	 	 	 

Operating Expenses:        $6,057.35

Total	                            $3,851.06


