Southwest Bible Methodist

January 28, 2021

THOUGHTS & TRAVELS

Events:
Lenten 2021
Ash Wednesday

February

Good Friday

April

Palm Sunday

March

Easter

April

Serving churches
in:

17
2

Colorado

28

Kentucky

4

Louisiana

Weekly Devotionals:

Idaho

Following the leadership and encouragement of Michael Avery, the
Connectional Chairman, we have instituted a weekly devotional
program.

Oklahoma

Each Wednesday you may click on the Bible Methodist Channel of
YouTube and watch an inspirational and instructional devotional.

Connectional Ministerial 2020:
•

This event is March 16-18, 2021

•

Higher Ground, West Harrison, IN

•

Reservations - please email: melba_sams@icloud.com

Inter-church Holiness Convention:
Dates: April 13 - 15
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Location: Convention Center, Gatlinburg, TN

Financials:
Conference Operating Finances:
Conference Operating Receipts: (December) $3,914.76
Conference Operating Expenses: (December) $4,144.60
Total
$ 229.84
Camp Finances
Camp Budget (estimated)
Camp O ering
Anticipated need

$35,000.00
$12,128.91
$22,871.09

Prayer and Praise:
• During your Sunday morning pastoral prayer, please pray for the church in Sherman,
Texas and Pastor Snodgrass.
• Pray for the President, Congress, Judiciary, Governors and local governments.
• Pray for Tim Keep and Bible Methodist Missions.
• Pray for the Muir’s as they minister in Mexico.
• Pray for Troyers. They are on extended furlough.
• Pray for Marika Herrer ministering in South Africa.
• Pray for Shirley Fogleman and the ministry in Papua New Guinea. We are asking you to
pray for her eyes, she is having trouble reading which has a bearing on her teaching.
• Pray for R.G. and Sarah Hutchison. They are presently in the US.
• Pray for David Martinez who is studying in preparation for ministry in Mexico.
• Please pray for Heartland Conference, Great Lakes Conference and the Southern
Conference. COVID and the rami cations have made their ministries very di cult.
• Pray for Rhonda Gardner’s and the whole family of Buddy Sarver. His funeral is Thursday,
January 28.
• Pray for the family of Richard Gremillion. He passed away from COVID.
• Pray for Mid-America Conference President Darrell Stetler II - He is facing treatment for
possible cancer.
• Pray for Troy and Jenell Keaton. Janell has cancer.
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• Thank the Lord for reports of His presence last Sunday.
• Thank the Lord for safe travels.
• Sister Shirley Fogleman, rejoices for the Lord’s presence in the recent 30th anniversary of
the founding of the Bible Fellowship Church in PNG. She also sends thanks for the
generous Christmas o ering.

Thoughts:
We set aside time to spiritually prepare for Christmas Day through Advent, so it makes
sense to set aside time to prepare for the two most important days of the Christian year.
Good Friday and then Easter which celebrates the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Those days are foundation to the practice and faith of Christianity.
Lent is a time that o ers us an opportunity to come to terms with the human condition.
May I encourage you to spend some time during this part of the Christian calendar to think
of the deep need you have for the Lord our Savior. Like Advent, Lent is a time to open the
doors of our hearts a little wider and understand our Lord a little more deeply, so that when
Good Friday and eventually Easter comes, it is not just another day at church but an
opportunity to receive the over ow of grace God has to o er.
According to 40acts.org, "While Advent is a celebration and a time of great anticipation,
Lent is more frequently seen as a time of solemn observance and preparation for the
celebration of the death of Jesus. . . From its start on Ash Wednesday until its conclusion
on Easter Sunday, Lent has been a traditional time for fasting or giving something up or
abstinence. Just as we carefully prepare for events in our personal lives, such as a
wedding, or birthday; a commencement so Lent invites us to make our minds and hearts
ready for remembering Jesus’ life, death, and body resurrection.”
The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is the highlight of Christianity. It is the clear
demonstration of the power of God. Lenten reminds us of the deep passion and sacri ce
the God though our Lord Jesus Christ made to open the opportunity for our redemption
personally and communally.

Personal:
Last Thursday we joined members of the Southwest Executive Committee and members of
the Mid-America Executive Committee for fellowship, work and worship at Arrowhead
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Retreat Center. In the evening both Committees met. About 9:00 p.m. the ladies o ered
us some snacks. That time made it convenient to fellowship and interact with others who
were new to our people.
Friday following breakfast we enjoyed Devotions led by Dr. Michael Avery, our Connectional
Chairman. We then divide into three committees. One Committee addressed Finance,
another dealt with organization and procedure and one of the groups addressed vision for
the present and future. Following lunch and after some more work on the original
committees we divided again into three di erent committees. One group dealt with youth,
another dealt with the organization of the merging conference and the nal committee dealt
with missions. Following the evening meal we met for work again. Each Executive
caucused and o ered nominations for o ces, committees and departments.
Saturday morning following breakfast we enjoyed communion lead by Dr. Michael Avery.
After the close of the sessions Melba and I drove to DeRidder, Louisiana and enjoyed
dinner with Pastor Steele and his wife.

Attending: Dr Michael Avery, Dr David Boardman, Dr.
Steve Oliver, Todd Hurst, Darrell and Melissa
Underwood, Dennis and DeJuana Cable, Mark and
Diana Russell, Mike and Junie Covington, Eric, Nancy
Going and family, Stephen Connie and Maddie
Snodgrass, Todd and Rhonda Gardner, Darrell Stetler II
Liz and children and Clair and Melba Sams.
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Sunday we had the joy of worshiping with Pastor Steele and his people. Mark Dill and
Bennie Betts helped lead the morning and evening services. It was a rich blessing to
participate in the Pray Around the World event. They had organized people to pray along
with the videos. Following the service I spoke brie y on prayer and did an update on the
Conference.
Monday we drove home. Tuesday I attended Zoom class and then visited one of the
pastors to work through some di culties. Wednesday I worked in the o ce, then following
lunch with Vince and Tonya Tarver, Melba and I packed and prepared for the trip east.
We plan to y Thursday to Greenville, South Carolina. We will visit with our family, and then
next week drive to Hobe Sound, Florida for some of Sea Breeze Camp and to meet and
introduce the Conference to the ministerial students at Hobe Sound Bible College.
GCS
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