
October 3, 2019

Thoughts: 
As we travel into the Fall and begin looking forward to 
Thanksgiving and then Advent and Christmas the weather 
changes and the calendar speaks of transition.    The weather 
is changing,  as we drove today the temperature moved from 
the low 90’s to the high 50’s.   

The transition of the calendar also reminds us of the 
changing focus in our ministry.   The culture begins to think 
of Fall and toward the end of the month Halloween seems to 
be an obsession.   The temptation is to ignore the season but 
the church can highlight this time of the year by calling 
people to appreciate both the harvest season and 
Reformation Sunday.     Concentrating on harvest and the 
Reformation is a very convenient transition to thinking of 
Thanksgiving.  
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Thoughts & Travels
G. Clair Sams: Conference President 

Psalm 19:9–10 (NKJV)
9 The fear of the Lord is 

clean, enduring 
forever;

The judgments of the 
Lord are true and 
righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are 
they than gold,

Yea, than much fine gold;
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A clear and conscious focus on giving thanks changes the 
attitude of life.    Let’s take advantage of the transitions of 
this time of the year to highlight the Lord’s work in His 
Kingdom.     To celebrate the beauty of nature, harvest and 
the bounty the Lord offers those He blesses.

Travels: 

As Thoughts & Travels went out last week we were looking 
forward to being in Alabama with the ministerial students and the 
administrators of Inter-collegiate Ministerial Fellowship.    
Thursday Melba and I drove to Pell City, Alabama to the Southern 
Conference campgrounds.   Friday we presented the folios that 
were imprinted with IMF and filled with Bible Methodist material.  
Both Friday and Saturday were occupied with interacting with the 
students.  It was a privilege to talk with Glenn from Sherman who 
is attending Hobe Sound Bible College, and to deliver some gifts.  
The interaction with the leaders and students was a special time. 
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Pray forOsage Road, Duncan and 
Pastor Durr during your Sunday 
morning prayer time. 

Pray for Rhonda Gardner as she 
works through physical issues. 

Pray for each church to have a 
newly converted Believer in the 
near future. 

Pray for the Bible Fellowship 
Churches in Papua New Guinea.   

Pray for the church in 
Whitehouse as they search for a 
pastor.   

Pray for wisdom for the members 
of the Executive Committee and 
the decisions being made over 
the next few months.  

Pray for Chuck Kiester, from 
Sherman, as he recovers from 
surgery and a stroke. 

Pray for the churches that are 
anticipating revival services this 
fall.  

Enjoyed visiting with Glenn at IMF in Pell City, AL
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Sunday we worshipped with Pastor Mark Stetler and the people of 
Pell City, Alabama and then drove to Gatlinburg, Tennessee.    
Melba and I enjoyed Sunday evening through Wednesday morning 
with our friend Dale Hartle in Gatlinburg.  

Wednesday afternoon we drove to Nashville, Tennessee.  A special 
time was visiting the full scale recreation of the Parthenon.   
Thursday we drove to Kansas City, were we enjoyed dinner at 
Arthur Bryant’s barbecue.   Friday we continue our journey toward 
Denver.   
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With Melba and Dale Hartle in Gatlinburg
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Saturday we plan to spend some time with Pastor Johnson and his 
wife, then, in the evening we are scheduled to participate in a  
meeting with lay leadership and Pastor Johnson at Lakewood.  
Sunday it will be my privilege to preach for the church in 
Lakewood.  

Events:

Mission’s Services: 
 Tim Keep along with Brennon and Ivon Muir 

(Missionaries to Mexico)

November: 
6th - 7:00 PM   Duncan and Osage Road will do a 
     combined service at Duncan. 

8th - 7:00 PM   Whitehouse, Texas
9th - 7:00 PM   DeRidder

          10th - AM    Dallas Spanish
          10th - 5:00 PM - Durant, Oklahoma
          10th - 7:00 PM - Sherman, Texas
  

Preacher’s Meeting / Ministerial: 
Date: February 4-6, 2020
Speaker: Dr. David Bubb
Location: Duncan, Oklahoma 

Outreach and Bus Convention: 
  Dates: March 3 - 5, 2020
  Location: Lebanon, Pennsylvania

Camp Meeting 2020: 
   Dates:      July 28 through August 2, 2020
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  Location:      Garner Creek Retreat Center, 
Dickson, Tennessee 

  Evangelists:      Rev. Harry Plank 
 James Plank

               Song Evangelist:  Jonathan and Jalena Glick

               Children Service: Harrold Taylor 
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