September 26, 2019

Thoughts & Travels
G. Clair Sams: Conference President

Thoughts:
Prayer is the place of power and presence for the Believer.
The communication that rises from prayer connections with
the Trinity is the avenue that connections us to the Lord
God. In that interaction is energy and interest of God.

Psalm 13:5–6 (NKJV)
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But I have trusted in
Your mercy;
My heart shall rejoice
in Your salvation.
I will sing to the Lord,
Because He has dealt
bountifully with me.

Praise the Lord for great grace.

It is not the energy of the person oﬀering prayer but the
presence of the promised God that marks prayer. The
power of prayer rises not from the articulation, intelligence
or intensity of the person making the oﬀering. It is the
listening ear and intentional involvement of God that enables
prayers power. Our intensity does have strength but the
real power in prayer is God’s involvement.
The real presence of prayer is the combined investment of
the person oﬀering petition and the promise of God’s
interest. It is Divine interest and interaction that bring real
life to the prayer session. As we, participants, spend time in
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communication with God, he promises to care, listen and
intervene.

Pray for the Church in
Millersburg and Pastor Jolly
during your Sunday morning
prayer time.
Pray for Rhonda Gardner as she
works through physical issues.
Pray for each church to have a
newly converted Believer in the
near future.
Pray for the Bible Fellowship
Churches in Papua New Guinea.
Pray for the church in
Whitehouse as they search for a
pastor.

Often when I am oﬀering prayer I feel as though I am alone,
but a short reminder of God’s promise reminds me that God
has promised to make himself available. When I pray I also,
at times wonder if there is any power in prayer. But, there
are at least three reasons to hope. The first reason is God
has repeatedly expressed through His Word interests in my
life and ability to make that interest available through action.
The second reason is both history and God’s interaction in
my life reminds me that God cares and works. The third
reason is the nature of God, his love, grace and mercy
reminds that he is not impersonal.

Thanks:
Thanks to Pastor Snodgrass and his wife Connie for their help in
ordering folios and printing note pads with Bible Methodist logo.
The folios are gifts to the Ministerial students who attend Intercollegiate Ministerial Fellowship.
Thanks to Todd Gardner and the people in DeRidder for their
work on preparing the building in Moss Bluﬀ for moving.

Pray for wisdom for the members
of the Executive Committee and
the decisions being made over

Travels:

the next few months.
Pray for Chuck Kiester, from
Sherman, as he recovers from
surgery and a stroke.
Pray as Clair Sams interacts with
ministerial students. I am asking
the Lord to raise up preachers for
our churches and for our future.

Last Saturday evening we had the privilege of hosting Mark and
Diana Russell for dinner. Following the meal we worked on
Conference related business.
Sunday I attended Durant Sunday morning then Melba and I
drove to Sherman for Sunday morning worship. We returned
home and in the evening attended service at Durant. Monday I
worked in the oﬃce.
Tuesday I drove to Sherman and visited Chuck and Vicky Kiester
before Chuck’s knee replacement surgery. I then did some
shopping. We also hosted Nathan Gumbiner for lunch and
fellowship. Nathan and his wife Allyson are planting a church in
Frisco, Texas. He was involved in Heartland Conference several
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years ago, before moving to Virginia. Nathan’s car had a problem
so we also helped him with transportation in getting to a mechanic
and meeting with his wife.
Tuesday evening Melba enjoyed being with the Sherman ladies for
their evening together. I enjoyed visiting with the Sherman men as
we had dinner at La Mesa in Sherman.

Nathan Gumbiner and Melba relaxing while we
wait because of his car being in need of repair.

Wednesday morning I enjoyed breakfast with Jim Dunegan. Melba
and I then drove to Sherman. We visited with Kiesters and did
some shopping. Returning home we prepared the IMF folios and
packed them.
Thursday we plan to drive to Pell City, Alabama to attend IMF and
interact with the ministerial students. We plan to be at the
Southern Conference’s Camp with IMF through Saturday.
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Events:
Mission’s Services:
Tim Keep along with Brennon and Ivon Muir
(Missionaries to Mexico)
November:
6th - 7:00 PM Duncan and Osage Road will do a
combined service at Duncan.
8th - 7:00 PM Whitehouse, Texas
9th - 7:00 PM DeRidder and Kingwood at
DeRidder.
10th - AM

Dallas Spanish

10th - 5:00 PM - Durant, Oklahoma
10th - 7:00 PM - Sherman, Texas

Preacher’s Meeting / Ministerial:
Date:
February 4-6, 2020
Speaker:

Dr. David Bubb

Location:

Duncan, Oklahoma

Outreach and Bus Convention:
Dates:
March 3 - 5, 2020
Location:

Lebanon, Pennsylvania

Camp Meeting 2020:
Dates:

July 28 through August 2, 2020

Location:

Garner Creek Retreat Center,
Dickson, Tennessee

Evangelists:

Rev. Harry Plank
James Plank

Song Evangelist:

Jonathan and Jalena Glick

Children Service:

Harrold Taylor
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